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That; ; | 3 | „m. And, in like manner, Fifo for vivo, Firtus for virtus, Finum for 
: = is : oy Indeed - letter x being put in place of 3 consona falem thousand others. The Italians pronounce it like a yowelafter 
ad in the Latin tongue always and everywhere a fj a D 9 NTU- : ; 
ae 8 ate e ey, orce similar to bes 4Q,when they say Lingu-a, Aqu-a,and separate it from the A; and 
which the F digamma had in the Æolian tongue; for which 


le lled b Beh reason V nce as if it were tollowed byan O—Linguo-a, Aquo-a. Ne do 
as been called by many persons bythe same name that the Æolians h che ce it as they do, which some consider to be a defect in us, & 
for the said © digamma, which was Vzu,accordin ad 


: , , ia 
as witness Varro & Didymus,who said that it was called Yzy. fot o 
EWG 


Vau Czesar chose to write this figure 4; but although this figure se 
apt for the said Vau, nevertheless ancient custom carried the 
was written thus—V. It is so true that the said V was used fot 
lian digamma, that, just as the Æolians sometimes used the C diga 

for a simple consonant, as Astyages shows in divers quoted >o 
in this one, Ooxouevoc Fekevav ekikumda, so the Latins often oe = 
a simple consonant in the stead of F, digamma, as in this verse: 


ae ae k tea 





Se enn es Te nT ey ne eaten Seno 


med 
day, and it 
the F, Æo. 
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id h S Ù 0 ` E he) a Shee ' 
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BN ae ES ie we = Se a S B24 We et 
a x iP oe 7 k z i j 9 T + 1 es $ Sy x 
7 m P À À 7 ae. i a Se A ~ Ae Aa eel F 
~ y ’ i à Uran U im : E } —_ v Re x b PS 
A ' À j { | 4 REN. Da U 
| i 7 a 
TE EE ee ane a r aaa a a a E a a x maea . > 
K ! i f \ t [l S 
N } ; ] i ' Pan itt F 
E aaa aeaa aaa aaaea _ va 
, } | X K 
j y X a 


ee a Nene nen eet 


as 


At Venus haud animo nequiquam exterrita mater, 


It happens also that the Æolians used their said digamma fora doubl 

consonant, as in this example: Neotoga 8e Fu nai8oc, which practice T 
Latins seem to follow in the perfect and pluperfect tenses of verbs of o 
third & fourth conjugations, in which I, standing before V consonane 
is lengthened in quantity, & when the V is dropped, the I remains short: 
as in Cupivi,cupii; Cupiveram, cupieram; Audivi ,audii; Audiveram, jid. 
eram. The Æolians also used their E digamma, leavin 


*xOrAlcmacon.Thegreatet vowel short; witness the Greek poet Alcman:* Kat xe 
Lyric poet of Sparta. Flour- 
ished in the7th century, B.c. 


4 N ‘ n + . 
Weeks Sara ee EAE aS ee et 
i] x 9 z F 0 [] A J 
y A A9 n ‘ 
Pee ee er eee ek 2 ee ee ee 
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HE letter X here drawn, madefrom the lalone, requires eight turns 
of the compass, which are marked in their proper places in the draw- 
g the preceding ing, It ts broader at the bottom than at the top, where it is only eight 


AES ein aly hich should t Ha TU Te Saftey, nits and two halves in breadth, as can be seen plainly in said drawing. 
is last 1s an lambic verse, wNich shou È í i ; ae ee 
scanned in such wise that a said that it is made from the I, & this is true according to my 


- i leaves the preceding vowel,which ise Alpha, short. The Latins did theory, although Galeotus Martius Narniensis said that it is made 
likewise, leaving the vowel short before V,as Horace did when he made fomaC reversed & the Greek Szgma; and the reason that moved him 


Sylue a. word of three syllables,—Sy-/u-a,—in his Epodes, when he Says: thereto is that X has the force of Cand S,witness the excellent author, 
+ Epodes, xu, 2. Nivesque deducunt lovem, nunc mare, nunc sy-lu-z,} Martianus Capella,who says: X quicquid C et S formavit exibilat. That is 
to say, X ís equivalent in force & in punctuation to C and S. Be careful, 
when you draw it and write it,not to make the opening as broad at the 
head as at the foot, or to put the foot at the top, as I see a great many 
mistakenly do; for the letter would be spoiled thereby. 
CS the wise teaching of the worthy Martianus, already quoted, 
according to Priscian, in his first book, wherein he treats De acci- 
dentibus litera, X is equivalent to G and S; for he says: X duplex, modo 
pro C S, modo pro G S, accipitur; ut Apex apicis, Grex gregis.* X, he says, *1, VII, 43- 
isa double letter, that is to say, is equal to two letters—sometimes to C 
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This example ts an tambic dimeter, coupled with an heroic pentameter, 
which cannot be scanned unless the word Syluz is divided into three 


syllables.’ 


jibes f Pa eere . k i — -— ` bos 
wt abe ahaa kts > sue ae e -a RA Aa A v ` eae 2 isk Sesia ™ ba Sinisa he aid : any poea k £ n 
E aes SS ee —— erore Sse = ae ; ro 
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~ : ~ 3 ` à ELA E 
DA GALNA n es Inn Anh ANG hci mal er gf nein ey vane oe acina haan A 
— aa oo > aa -x e 
Se Aa Sm» b tke jue. g isha kh, a 
ch hn A BABE tbh DB AD Re nn are ata ema eat EET SLI = 


| Have quoted Priscian at great length, to show abundantly the proper 
pronunciation and all the other qualities of the V, to the end that it 
may be used as it should be; and to show that the Germans pronounce 
it as a consonant better than any other nation that I know on this side 
of the mountains, when they say, Fivat in æternum fundens mihi dulce 








